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INFO OCT-01 EB-08 ISO-OO /019 W 

048284 082034Z/21 

R 071105Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1313 
USDOC WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 


UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 1862 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, XA, GB 

SUBJECT: VIABILITY OF SEMINAR MISSIONS 


REF: (A) STATE A-2042 (B) STATE 76559 

1 . LIBREVILLE HAS HOSTED ONE TECHNICAL SALES SEMINAR 
AGRI-TECH 77, MARCH 29 - APRIL 2, 1977, AND FORWAREDED 

AN ASSESSMENT TO WASHINGTON. SEE OUR A-21 OF MAY 3, 1977. 

2. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT SEMINAR TECHNIQUE CAN BE 
VIABLE HERE WITH IMPORTANT PROVISOS THAT PARTICIPANTS 
HAVE FRENCH LANGUAGE CAPABILITY, THAT PAPERS BE TRANS- 
LATED INTO FRENCH, AND THAT SUBJECT MATTER BE APPROPRIATE 
FOR AND RELEVANT TO GABON. IN VIEW OF GABON'S CURRENT 
FINANCIAL SITUATION. SEMINAR MEMBERS SHOULD BE PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS FINANCING, OR SEMINAR ITSELF SHOULD HAVE BANKING 
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REPRESENTATIVE (S) INCLUDED. 

3. ELEMENT OF CHANCE CANNOT BE RULLED OUT. STRONG INTEREST 
EXPRESSED BY GOVERNMENT MINISTIRES AND OFFICIALS WILL NOT 
GUARANTEE GOOD SEMINAR ATTENDANCE, EVEN THOUGH SUBJECT MAY 
BE OF PRIME IMPORTANCE IN OGVERNMENT DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND 
STRATEGY, AS WAS CASE WITH AGRI-TECH 77. TIENKEN 
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